Friday 22nd April 2022
Dates for the Diary
Please also see the Key Dates
Letter
May Bank Holiday
Monday 2nd May
Year 6 SATs Week

Monday 9th May
Jubilee Party
Friday 27th May
Half Term
Monday 30th May
Year 6 Residential
Monday 6th June

Dear Parents/Carers,
I hope that you all had a good Easter and it was lovely to see the children arriving back to
school on Tuesday in the sunshine. Over the holidays, the old ‘Jolly Roger’ area was taken
down as it was no longer safe but this created space for our new outdoor gym. This has
proved a big hit with the children this week and we will be adding piece of equipment to this
area over the coming months. This was funded through the Team Superschools sponsored
event held during sports week last year. Thank you for your supporting this event and allowing
us to add something like this to our playground.
Parents and Carers of children in Year 2 would have received their offer letters this week too
and will be joining us in September. A letter has gone out to parents detailing some events
where they will meet the Year 3 team and transition arrangements where children will spend
the day in their new class. This will coincide with the whole school transition day where we
will move to new classes in preparation for September.
This week we have also launched our updated school Christian values. Our values are
fundamental to our vision and provision at Great Clacton and it is important that these value
reflect what we do in our school community. Our previous values had not been updated for
nearly five years so it was time for a revamp in line with our school vision ‘Let Your Light
Shine.’ I am pleased to share with you that our new values are:

Love
Next week’s dinner menu—Week
2

Integrity
Generosity

Marvellous Me Badges
Badges can be earned by the children
for demonstrating positive
behaviours in line with our school
vision and values

Hope
Thankfulness
Service

1st—6N

We have kept our existing values of Love, Integrity and Hope and changed three to reflect our
expectations of how all members of our school family are LIGHTS both in school and within
the wider world. The children will be looking at the new values in more detail over the coming
term.

2nd—3D

Have a lovely weekend!

Well done to our top three classes this
week:

3rd—6W

Mrs Jones
6N won some extra time on the outdoor
gym this week as a reward for their hard
work.

LOVE

INTEGRITY

GENEROSITY

HOPE

THANKFULNESS

SERVICE

Pastoral Drop Ins
The pastoral team held their first pastoral drop in
this morning. These sessions are held between 910am on a Friday each half term.
These sessions are informal and an opportunity for
you to ask staff and questions that you might have
and prefer to discuss face to face. They are able to
signpost you to different agencies and groups as
well as provide school support and advice.
The next session will be on Friday 10th June
Don’t forget to check out the pastoral newsletter
shared on Weduc which is also full of great
information.

Year 6
On Monday 9th May, Year 6 will have their SATs exams. Ahead of this, the
Year 6 team will be sharing with you some information about the week so that
you and your child are prepared for what the week will look like for them. The
most important thing is that all we want the children to do is have a go and try
their best. These tests are just a small measure of everything that they
achieve during their time with us but are an important opportunity to
demonstrate some of what they have learnt in English and Maths.
During the week, children will be provided with a healthy breakfast/snack
each day free of charge when they come into school. There will also be a
range of fun activities over the week after each test. On Friday 13th May, the
children would have completed all their exams and we will be having a fun
day off timetable—more details to follow!
Next week, a letter will also be coming home regarding the Year 6 residential
trip. This will contact some information about the upcoming trip including a
kit list and menu example.

Clubs
Children who have been successful in gaining places
at clubs have now received confirmation of this
from the PE team.

A reminder that all payments were due by the end of March. If you have
outstanding payments and have not contacted the office to arrange a plan to
clear this, we will contact you. Any child where there are outstanding
payments may risk forfeiting their place. It is essential that all monies owed
are paid as a matter of urgency.

All clubs start again from Monday 25th April and
will run again until the end of the summer term.
Clubs have been chosen in line with the fixtures and
events that we will be taking part in this term
including athletic events and the return of our
Sports Association athletics day at Colchester
Garrison on Tuesday 21st June. Letters for children
taking part in this event will be issued in due
course.
Please continue to ensure that your child knows
what clubs they are attending and that if they are
missing club for any reason, please let the office
know as we will otherwise expect your child to
attend all sessions.

Punctuality
A reminder that the school day starts promptly at 8.50am each day. Children
arriving after 8.50 will be directed to the school office and marked as late.
Continually lateness will not only lead to a fine for parents but will also impact
your child’s learning as they are missing the start of each day.
We still have a number of children who are regularly late to school. If you
have a child who is frequently late, we will refer this to our pastoral team and
external attendance agency and put into place a programme of support as
needed.
Gates open each morning at 8.35am and your child can arrive any time
between 8.35 and 8.50am each day. It is really important that children are in
on time each day and ready to start the day in a positive way.
If you are having problems with getting your child into school on time, please
do speak to Mrs Davidson or Mrs West about support for this. We can offer a
range of different options to work with you and your child so that we can
make sure that they are in school at the right time each day.

Well done to all the children who received certificates this week for demonstrating
our school values or excellence across the curriculum. Due to the music event, we
had two celebration worships this week—so two lists of names and two photos for
you to enjoy!

